CAMPAIGN TO CUT DOWN SPEEDING ON RURAL ROADS 
06 October 2004 

Many town-based drivers think it is safe to speed in the country because rural roads have less traffic, a Government survey reveals today. And some reckon it is safe to speed at night as you can see the headlights of on-coming cars.

Now an advertising campaign to remind motorists to drive carefully on rural roads is being launched by the Department for Transport (DfT).

In fact, 63 per cent of all road deaths occur on rural roads.

Road safety Minister David Jamieson said: "We are committed to improving road safety on every road in the country - but too many accidents are happening on quiet country roads. It's only right we highlight the dangers and urge motorists to take the same care as when driving in urban areas."

The survey revealed:

Younger (17-28 year olds) and inexperienced drivers (driving for less than a year) are taking the most risks - with almost one in 10 thinking it is safer to break the speed limit on rural roads because of the lack of cars.

33% of all younger drivers also believe that fewer crashes take place on rural roads because they are quieter.

More than 40% of Londoners and a third of drivers in the South East reckon that fewer accidents take place on rural roads because the roads are quieter, only narrowly more than those in the North East and Yorkshire (both 39%) and the Midlands (30%).

Only one in five of East Anglia's drivers believe fewer accidents take place on rural roads - the same as the figure for Scotland.

13% also admit they think it is safer to drive faster on rural roads late at night as you can see headlights of the cars coming the other way. In Wales, a third of drivers admitting to driving this way, followed by 21% in the North West and 18% of Midlanders.

13% of drivers in Wales also believe they are skilful enough to handle their car at high speed on rural roads - the highest figure in the country. 

The lowest figure was in South West England (4%).



